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We haven’t even opened yet, and the line is around the corner.

Smothered in Love Restaurant? Pbssht, more like smothered in too

many people and not enough kitchen space. Maybe Mama will let me

rebrand with the more appropriate name. I shouldn’t complain—this is

a good problem to have. Mostly.

 

I back away from the front window. When I stride back into the

kitchen, the four people cooking today are bustling around, careful

not to bump into each other in the assembly-line designed kitchen.

Counters run the length of two of the walls, with appliances lining the

others. Adjacent to the kitchen is a walk-in freezer and a storage

room. To accommodate our increase in customers and service, we

need twice the space.

 

The cooks are busy chopping onions, bell pepper, and celery, stirring

pots of gumbo and étouffée, and measuring flour, butter, peaches,

and various other ingredients for desserts such as sweet potato pie

and peach cobbler. The air is thick with Southern comfort food.

SYNOPSIS

May the best chef win...After four years at the country’s

 top culinary school and several years as head chef in her mother’s  

restaurant, Rowan Townsend has built a notable reputation. Her

farm-to-table collard greens have long been bringing everyone to

the yard, but limits on the restaurant’s size have led to long waits.

Looking to expand the restaurant, she enters a televised chef

competition. The problem? Her infuriatingly-talented nemesis

from culinary school also enters

 

To the culinary world, Knox Everheart is restaurant royalty. As

much as Rowan wants to deny it, he’s  a gifted chef. Rowan knows

her arrogant arch-nemesis is confident he’ll

 win—he’s certainly given her a run for her money more times than

she’d like to admit. But this time, she’s ready to show him who's

boss.

 

Their rivalry soon sparks fireworks in the kitchen and, as the

competition heats up, so does Rowan’s attraction to Knox. And

somewhere between pasta and gumbo, they both need to decide

what’s worth fighting for.
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